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Dedication of the Town Report

The Select Board has chosen to dedicate the 2017 Town Report to Beatrice (Bea) 
S Fligg. Bea was born in Groton in 1929 and has lived in Groton her entire life;
all 89 wonderful years. Bea said that the nice, friendly people in the Town is what 
has kept her here, along with her family, who all live close by. She truly cares for 
the Town and helps out whenever she can.

Bea was on the Groton School Board for many years when Groton had its own 
school system. She also served as a ballot clerk for the Town for many years. Her 
most recent involvement in Town activities involves her attending and donating 
funds for the Groton Kids Fishing Derby. Bea and her first husband Norris 
happily ran “Grandpa’s Flea Market” which brought a lot of residents to their 
property to view the items they had for sale. This kept them close with the 
community and allowed them the opportunity to meet new people.

Bea is most well-known for taking care of people, which she has done her entire 
life. While she was raising her own kids, she says she probably baby sat every kid 
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in Town at the time and this continued on with her grandchildren and others in the 
community. It wasn’t just kids that she cared for, she also took care of her Mom 
and in-laws as they grew older and needed assistance caring for themselves.  
 
In her younger years, Bea used to enjoy snowmobiling and hiking through the 
trails in Groton. She enjoys camping, sewing, planting, gardening, pickling, 
watching the birds and the turkey from her kitchen window and spending time 
with family and friends. You will most likely find Bea accompanied by her 
husband of 37 years, Elliott Fligg. She has 2 brothers, one sister, 2 daughters (one 
of her own and one she starting raising when she was a young girl), 2 sons (one of 
her own and one she starting raising when he was a young boy), 3 grandsons, 2 
great-granddaughters and many other children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren by marriage. She has a new addition to her family, her 9 month old 
puppy Destiny. Bea’s family and friends mean the world to her.  
 
Bea also attends Ellsworth Church in Campton every Sunday where they are one 
big happy family. 
 
We are very thankful to be able to dedicate the Town Report to Bea. Groton is 
lucky to have a lifelong Groton resident of 89 years here to share her experiences 
and stories with. Thank you for your dedication and loyalty to the Town. 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Dedication …………………………………………………………………  1 
 
Groton Town Officials/Employees 

• Appointed………………………………………………….……….  6 
• Elected ……………………………………………………….…….  7 

 
Notes  ….………………………………………….......................................  8 
Letter from the Select Board ……………………………………………..  9   
 
2017 Proposed Budget 

• Warrant  …………………………………………………………. 13 
• Operating Budget  ………………………………………………. 17 
• MS-636  …………………………………………………………… 24 

 
Financials          

• Tax Collector’s Report (MS-61)  ………………………………..  33 
• Town Clerk’s Report  ……………………………………………  39 
• Treasurer’s Report   ……………………………………………..  40 
• Auditor’s Report  ………………………………..………………. 43 
• Trustees of the Trust Funds (MS-9)  ……………………………  44 
• Tax Totals  ………………………………………………………..  51 
• Tax Rate Chart  ………………………………………………….  52 
• Tax Rate Calculation  …………………………………………… 54 
• Welfare Assistance Report  ……………………………………... 55 

 
Schedule of Town Properties …………………………………………… 56 
 
Department/Committee Reports 

• Police……………………………………………………………… 57 
• Fire/Emergency Management Director (EMD) 

o Fire Chief  ……………………………………………….. 60 
o Hebron Fire Department  ……………………………… 61 

• Highway  …………………………………………………………. 63 
• Road Committee  ………………………………………………… 65 

 



2017 Annual Report     3 

in Town at the time and this continued on with her grandchildren and others in the 
community. It wasn’t just kids that she cared for, she also took care of her Mom 
and in-laws as they grew older and needed assistance caring for themselves.  
 
In her younger years, Bea used to enjoy snowmobiling and hiking through the 
trails in Groton. She enjoys camping, sewing, planting, gardening, pickling, 
watching the birds and the turkey from her kitchen window and spending time 
with family and friends. You will most likely find Bea accompanied by her 
husband of 37 years, Elliott Fligg. She has 2 brothers, one sister, 2 daughters (one 
of her own and one she starting raising when she was a young girl), 2 sons (one of 
her own and one she starting raising when he was a young boy), 3 grandsons, 2 
great-granddaughters and many other children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren by marriage. She has a new addition to her family, her 9 month old 
puppy Destiny. Bea’s family and friends mean the world to her.  
 
Bea also attends Ellsworth Church in Campton every Sunday where they are one 
big happy family. 
 
We are very thankful to be able to dedicate the Town Report to Bea. Groton is 
lucky to have a lifelong Groton resident of 89 years here to share her experiences 
and stories with. Thank you for your dedication and loyalty to the Town. 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Dedication …………………………………………………………………  1 
 
Groton Town Officials/Employees 

• Appointed………………………………………………….……….  6 
• Elected ……………………………………………………….…….  7 

 
Notes  ….………………………………………….......................................  8 
Letter from the Select Board ……………………………………………..  9   
 
2017 Proposed Budget 

• Warrant  …………………………………………………………. 13 
• Operating Budget  ………………………………………………. 17 
• MS-636  …………………………………………………………… 24 

 
Financials          

• Tax Collector’s Report (MS-61)  ………………………………..  33 
• Town Clerk’s Report  ……………………………………………  39 
• Treasurer’s Report   ……………………………………………..  40 
• Auditor’s Report  ………………………………..………………. 43 
• Trustees of the Trust Funds (MS-9)  ……………………………  44 
• Tax Totals  ………………………………………………………..  51 
• Tax Rate Chart  ………………………………………………….  52 
• Tax Rate Calculation  …………………………………………… 54 
• Welfare Assistance Report  ……………………………………... 55 

 
Schedule of Town Properties …………………………………………… 56 
 
Department/Committee Reports 

• Police……………………………………………………………… 57 
• Fire/Emergency Management Director (EMD) 

o Fire Chief  ……………………………………………….. 60 
o Hebron Fire Department  ……………………………… 61 

• Highway  …………………………………………………………. 63 
• Road Committee  ………………………………………………… 65 

 



4     Town Of Groton, New Hampshire

• Transfer Station 
o Supervisor………………………………………………… 66 
o Northeast Resource Recovery Association (NRRA)…… 67 
o Pemi Baker Solid Waste  ………………………………... 69 

• Planning Board  …………………………………………………. 70 
• Conservation Commission  ……………………………………… 73 
• Old Home Day  …………………………………………………... 74 
• Groton Recreation Committee ………………………………... 77 

 
Organizations/Agencies 

• Groton Historical Society (GHS)  ………………………………. 78 
• Groton Cemeteries  ……………………………………………. 80 
• Groton Public Library  …………………………………………. 81 
• North Country Council  ………………………………………… 83 
• Tapply-Thompson Community Center  ..……………………… 85 
• Genesis Behavior Health  ……………………………………….. 86 
• Grafton County Senior Citizens  ……………………………….. 87 
• Pemi Baker Community Health  ………………………………... 89 
• Voices Against Violence  ………………………………………… 90 
• Tri County Cap  …………………………………………………. 92 
• Mid-State Health Center ………………………………………... 93 
• Newfound Lake Region Association  …………………………… 94 

 
2017 Town Meeting Minutes  …………………………………………… 96 
 
Vital Statistics  …………………………………………………………… 131 
 
Dog Registration Reminder  ……………………………………………. 132 
 
Annual Report from Executive Councilor Joseph Kenney ……………. 133 
 
Contact Information  ……………………………………………   Back Cover 



2017 Annual Report     5 

Annual Report 
of the Officers of the 

 
 

 
(Incorporated December 7, 1796) 

 

 
New Hampshire 

Year Ending December 31, 2017 

• Transfer Station 
o Supervisor………………………………………………… 66 
o Northeast Resource Recovery Association (NRRA)…… 67 
o Pemi Baker Solid Waste  ………………………………... 69 

• Planning Board  …………………………………………………. 70 
• Conservation Commission  ……………………………………… 73 
• Old Home Day  …………………………………………………... 74 
• Groton Recreation Committee ………………………………... 77 

 
Organizations/Agencies 

• Groton Historical Society (GHS)  ………………………………. 78 
• Groton Cemeteries  ……………………………………………. 80 
• Groton Public Library  …………………………………………. 81 
• North Country Council  ………………………………………… 83 
• Tapply-Thompson Community Center  ..……………………… 85 
• Genesis Behavior Health  ……………………………………….. 86 
• Grafton County Senior Citizens  ……………………………….. 87 
• Pemi Baker Community Health  ………………………………... 89 
• Voices Against Violence  ………………………………………… 90 
• Tri County Cap  …………………………………………………. 92 
• Mid-State Health Center ………………………………………... 93 
• Newfound Lake Region Association  …………………………… 94 

 
2017 Town Meeting Minutes  …………………………………………… 96 
 
Vital Statistics  …………………………………………………………… 131 
 
Dog Registration Reminder  ……………………………………………. 132 
 
Annual Report from Executive Councilor Joseph Kenney ……………. 133 
 
Contact Information  ……………………………………………   Back Cover 



6     Town Of Groton, New Hampshire

 

Appointed Officials/Employees as of December 31, 2017 
 

Administrative Assistant 
         
Sara Smith 
 

Health Officer 
         
Select Board 
 

Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
         
Elizabeth Jespersen 
 

Deputy Treasurer 
    
TBH      

Police Chief 
         
Ernest Thompson 
 

Fire Chief/Fire Warden 
         
Roger Thompson 

Police Officers 
         
TBH 

Deputy Wardens 
 

Bill Oakley 
Joe Pivirotto 
Norm Willey 
EJ Thompson 
 

Emergency Management Director 
         
 
Roger Thompson 

Deputy Emergency Management 
Director 

 
TBH 

Transfer Station Superintendent 
 
Norm Willey 

Transfer Station Attendants 
 

Richard Cross 
 

Public Works Director 
         
Robert Ellis- Interim 
 

Equipment Operators 
         
Ron Madan 
Robert Ellis 
Norm Willey 
Jeremy Haney 

Janitorial 
 

Gina Rescigno 

Ballot Clerks 
 

Judy Demers 
Bonnie Lane 
Helen Santoro 
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Elected Town Officials as of December 31, 2017 

Select Board 
Kyle Andrews                                       2020 
Christina Goodwin                                2019 
John Rescigno                                       2018 
  

Moderator 
       
Tony Albert                                             2019 

Treasurer 
         
 
Darlene Andrews                                   2020  

Trustees of the Trust Fund 
  

TBH                                                        2019 
Michele Lacroix                                     2020 
Gina Rescigno                                        2018     
 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
 
 
Ruth Millett                                           2018 

Library Trustees 
 

Elizabeth Jespersen                                2018 
Otto Jespersen                                        2020 
TBH                                                       2019 
 

Planning Board 
 

Deb Johnson                                          2020 
Glen Hansen                                          2019  
Russell Carruth                                      2020 
Dave LaBar                                           2018 
Forest Blake                                          2018 
TBH                                                      2019 
Stephen Spafford                                  2018 
Kyle Andrews (Select Board Liaison) 
 

Zoning Board 
 

Frank Grelle                                           2019 
Glen Hansen                                           2019 
Chuck Stata                                            2018 
Helen Martynzyn                                   2020 
Carolyn Booth                                        2018  

Cemetery Trustees 
 

Elizabeth Jespersen                               2018 
Otto Jespersen                                       2019 
TBH                                                       2020 
 

Supervisors of the Checklist 
 

Pamela Hamel                                         2022 
Anne Tobine                                           2018 
Gina Rescigno                                         2020 
 

Local Auditor 
       
Otto Jespersen                                       2018 
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Letter from the Groton Select Board 
 
Every year seems to be a busy year for Groton Select Board and as usual 
2017 was no exception. The Board worked hard making decisions based 
upon what was in the best interest of the Town and its employees. For 
2017, we began and ended the year with change.  
 
Kyle Andrews was elected to the Select Board after filling the vacancy 
created in 2016. Again we are thankful for his experience and continued 
support of the staff and Town of Groton.      
 
In the Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s Office, Elizabeth Jespersen was 
welcomed as the Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector, replacing Ann Joyce. 
Although Ann will be missed, Elizabeth has done a great job in helping 
and training with Ruth Millett, Town Clerk/Tax Collector.  
 
At the Transfer Station, the Board accepted Joe Koslow’s resignation as 
Supervisor, and we are thankful for his service to the Town of Groton. 
With his departure, Norm Willey was appointed as the new Transfer 
Station Supervisor and he has hit the ground running, tackling the “to do” 
list and learning all the new features of certification requirements and 
reporting. He and Richard Cross work well as a team and are always 
proposing improvements.  
 
In the Highway Department, the Board accepted the resignation of Glen 
Hansen as Public Works Director. He has served the Town of Groton for a 
number of years, first as the elected Road Agent and then as the Town’s 
first appointed Public Works Director. The Board wishes Glen success in 
his future endeavors. In the interim of hiring a new Public Works Director, 
Robert “Bubba” Ellis was appointed as Acting Public Works Director. 
Bubba has stepped up to the plate and taken to his role quickly. He is 
doing a great job in the worst time of the year to take over running a 
Highway Department with lots of varying weather conditions. In 2018, the 
Board will be interviewing and appointing a new Public Works Director.  
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In the Town Offices, Gina Rescigno, was appointed to the cleaning staff 
and the Board is thankful for the work she has done to keep the building 
looking good.  
 
In 2017, projects also went through a change. Competing priorities, 
unforeseen delays, price changes and weather all contributed to project 
scheduling, re-scheduling and completion. The first change at Town 
Meeting was related to the annual North Groton Road Project. Although, 
the Select Board fully supported the Road Committee’s recommendation 
and the need to repair Groton roads, they made the hard decision of not 
completing a major road project in lieu of the need to complete other 
projects. The Board understands how important the road repairs are along 
North Groton Road, therefore in the absence of a project, the Board chose 
to move forward with the recommendation of reclaiming a large portion of 
North Groton Road. This eliminated the potholes, dips and general rough 
road created by cracking and deteriorating pavement. However, the gravel 
road presented its own challenges, with constant maintenance and the 
wash-boarding effect. The Board will submit a road project on the 2018 
Warrant to move forward with repairs in this section.  
 
After the support of the 2017 Town Meeting, the Board also moved 
forward with KV Partners LLC to complete the Atwell/Orange Brook 
Bridge Project. A proposed project design was created and steps to get the 
permitting and easements with abutting properties began. Both of these 
steps took time and the Town wasn’t able to begin the bidding process 
until late November. There were eight (8) bids received. Unfortunately, all 
of the bids came in higher than the preliminary cost estimate. Only one (1) 
bid was within range, as the contractor owns their own temporary bridge 
to be utilized for traffic during the construction phase. The Board has 
conditionally approved this contractor and is submitting a request at Town 
Meeting for an additional sum of money to be able to complete the project 
in 2018.  
 
Also in 2017, the Board took steps to move forward with proposed pump 
stations, as previously discussed in town meetings. Easements have been 
submitted to two (2) property owners and it is anticipated that installations 
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will take place in the spring of 2018. Pump stations are gravel pad 
locations to park fire trucks/tankers, which will aide in filling the 
equipment with water in the event of a large fire. Funds for these projects 
came from a donation from Avangrid Renewables and the Capital Reserve 
Fund created for fire protection.   
 
What would a year be without storm damage? It seems that each year the 
storms come more frequently or the damage gets worse. In October, the 
Highway Department sustained substantial damages to the building and 
equipment and also loss of material when waters rose too quickly in an 
overnight storm. Vehicles and equipment became stranded and under 
water in minutes. The damage has taken months to address including but 
not limited to: boiler repairs; a complete clean out including walls and 
insulation removed; new insulation, wiring and sheetrock installed; loss of 
2006 F350 truck; mower repairs; small equipment repairs and other items 
which will need to be addressed in the spring of 2018. In addition, 
Sculptured Rocks Road (SRR), and North Groton Road also received 
damage. SRR saw the most damage, and was what we would consider, 
decimated in multiple locations requiring repairs. Due to the timing of the 
storm, the weather became an issue and the road has not been fully 
repaired but focus will be given to SRR in 2018. The Town has also 
applied for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funds to 
help with costs that have currently lowered the Disaster Capital Reserve 
Fund. The Board is anticipating that Groton will qualify for a portion of 
assistance, but what that number is, has not been determined.   
 
The damage to the building and equipment just substantiates the Board’s 
position on moving the Highway Department out of the flood zone. Steps 
to do this began with the purchase of the property located across the street 
from the Transfer Station. In 2017, the Board contracted with Turnstone to 
design, implement and manage the building project with input from both 
the Select Board and the Building Committee. It was anticipated that there 
would be a presentation at the 2018 Town Meeting but there is still not an 
approved plan or budget for the project. After Town Meeting, the Board 
will schedule a Work Session with Turnstone to determine the next steps. 
With that said, the Board has submitted a Warrant Article to add funds to 
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the Public Works Capital Reserve Fund and is working diligently to come 
back to the Town with an economical and efficient building plan and 
project proposal.   
    
The Select Board has continued to work hard to minimize the impact of 
the budget and warrant articles and will continue to work on prioritizing 
each project. We thank you for your continued support. We also thank all 
of the Town officials, employees and volunteers. We know that it takes 
good employees and volunteers to keep the Town running smoothly. If 
you haven’t had a chance to say thank you, make sure you do and if we 
haven’t said thank you to you before, please know you are truly 
appreciated.  
 
In closing, we would also like to thank Sara Smith, Administrative 
Assistant, for supporting and organizing the Board, for working hard to 
keep track of all the requests for information, for addressing property 
owner/taxpayer concerns, and all the other duties you do on a daily basis. 
We appreciate you and would not be able to do our jobs without your 
assistance. Thank you!  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Groton Select Board 
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Town Clerk Report 

 

JANUARY 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017 

 

            Account Amount 
Motor Vehicle Permits $129,258.05 

Title Fees                                $332.00 

Municipal Agent Fees $2,293.00 

Building Permit Fees $365.00 

Candidate Fees $9.00 

Copy Fees – Select Board $32.50 

Copy Fees – Town Clerk                              $10.50                                                   

Current Use Recording Fees $16.49 

Dog Licenses Town & State $1,045.00 

E-Reg. Fees $20.80 

Junkyard Permits $140.00 

Civil Forfeiture Fees $25.00 

NSF Reimbursement $35.00 

Recycle Income $1,215.20 

Miscellaneous $436.00 

Welfare Reimbursement $753.89 

Transfer Station Fees $2,951.00 

Vital Records Town & State $425.00 

Refunds $55.00 

Total $139,418.43 
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Local Auditor’s Report 
 
I have recently completed an audit of the Town of Groton, New Hampshire 
financial records and systems with the assistance of the Town Treasurer, Darlene 
Andrews. 
 
The General Ledger and Treasurer records all reconciled and appeared to be in 
compliance. I have no recommendations at this time. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Otto Jespersen 
Local Auditor 
 
 

2017 MS-5 
 
The 2017 MS-5 will be compiled by April 1, 2018. The Final Report should be 
ready for the public in April 2018. The completed document will be posted on the 
Town’s website, www.grotonnh.org and at the Town office. 
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Groton Tax Totals
Tax Warrant: 2017P02 of 2

Number of Parcels: 751

Valuations

Non-Utility Land Value: 41,918,600

Current Use Credits: (13,254,712)

Non-Utility Improvements Value: 42,302,300

Utility Value: 11,843,060

Exempt Property Value: (2,923,800)

Valuation Before Exemptions: 79,885,488

Exemptions Applied: (335,000)

Net Valuation: 79,550,448

Net Non-Utility Valuation: 67,707,388

Net Utility Valuation: 11,843,060

Taxes

Total Property Tax: 1,198,135.00

Veterans Credits Applied: (16,500.00)

Commitment Amount: 1,178,975.00

Penalties: 2,660.00

First Bills Minus Abatements: 437,231.00

First Bills Exceeding Total Tax
Needing Refund: (226.00)

Adjusted First Bills: (437,005.00)

Total Tax Bills: 744,630.00
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2017 Taxes
Town Rate 0.93
Local School Rate 7.46
State School Rate 4.11
County Rate 3.14

Total 15.64

2016 Taxes
Town Rate 0.40
Local School Rate 5.06
State School Rate 3.43
County Rate 2.81

Total 11.70

2015 Taxes
Town Rate 2.29
Local School Rate 4.49
State School Rate 2.26
County Rate 2.20

Total 11.24

0.40
4%

5.06
43%

3.43
29%

2.81
24%

Town Rate

Local School Rate

State School Rate

County Rate

2.29
20%

4.49
40%
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20%
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20%
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County Rate

0.93
6%

7.46
48%

4.11
26%

3.14
20%

Town Rate

Local School Rate

State School Rate

County Rate
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2014 Taxes 
Town Rate 0.43
Local School Rate 4.74
State School Rate 2.36
County Rate 4.10

Total 11.63

2013 Taxes 
Town Rate 1.51
Local School Rate 5.69
State School Rate 2.34
County Rate 1.41

Total 10.95

2012 Taxes 
Town Rate 2.10
Local School Rate 5.45
State School Rate 2.22
County Rate 1.46

Total 11.23

0.43
4%

4.74
41%

2.36
20%

4.10
35% Town Rate

Local School Rate

State School Rate

County Rate

2.10
19%

5.45
48%

2.22
20%

1.46
13%

Town Rate

Local School Rate

State School Rate

County Rate

1.51
14%

5.69
52%

2.34
21%

1.41
13%

Town Rate

Local School Rate

State School Rate

County Rate
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
Municipal Services Division 
2017 Tax Rate Calculation 

 
 
TOWN/CITY: GROTON 
Gross Appropriations                   1,030,037 
Less: Revenue       783,080 
Less: Shared Revenues                 0 
Add: Overlay             9,557 

War Service Credits        17,000 
 

Net Town Appropriation                                                             73,514 

Special Adjustment                                                                              0 
Approved Town/City Tax Effort        73,514                   TOWN  RATE 
                   0.93 
 
SCHOOL PORTION 
Net Local School Budget (Gross Approp. - Revenue)                         0 
Regional School Apportionment                                               871,519 
Less: Adequate Education Grant                                                      (0) 
 
 State Education Taxes                                                    (278,388)                      LOCAL 
Approved School(s) Tax Effort                     593,131 SCHOOL RATE  
                   7.46 
 
STATE EDUCATION TAX 
Equalized Valuation (no utilities) x   2.390                                                                  STATE 

67,707,388                                   278,388              SCHOOL RATE 
Divide by Local Assessed Valuation (no utilities)             4.11 

67,681,488 

 
COUNTY PORTION 
Due to County                                                                              250,056                                           
                                                 COUNTY RATE 
Approved County Tax Effort                                        250,056                      3.14 
 
                         TOTAL RATE 
                                15.64 
 
 

PROOF OF RATE 
                         Assessed Value Tax Rate Assessment 

State Education Tax  (no utilities) 67,681,488 4.11 278,388 
All Other Taxes 79,524,548 11.53 916,701 

 

1,195,089 
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Welfare Assistance Report  

In 2017, the Town saw a slight increase in general assistance to Groton 
residents and authorized $3,454.91 in Vendor Assistance payments.  
 

2017 Expenditures 
 

Grafton County Senior Citizens  $500.00 

Tri-county Community Action  $1,543.00 

Electric Assistance  $593.16 

Rental Assistance  $0.00 

Fuel Assistance  $415.35 

Food  $0.00 

Gasoline  $30.00 

Other- Temporary Living   373.40 

Total Expenditures  $3,454.91 
 

Holiday volunteers once again collected money, food donations and gifts 
which were put into gift baskets that were distributed at Thanksgiving and 
at Christmas. Thank you to all who helped out. 
 

Requests for assistance must be made through the Town’s Welfare Office.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Sara Smith 
Welfare Officer 
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Map/Lot Land/           
Building Acres Location Valuation Year Aquired

1-88 Land 7.94 Katherine Lane 32,000$    2010 tax deed
1-91 Land 5.11 North Groton Road 32,300$    2015 tax deed

2-26 Land 8.5 Old Rumney Road 26,600$    2011 tax deed

2-123 Land 47 North Groton Road 36,400$    2006 tax deed

5-61 Land 0.5
    
adjacent to Garage 30,800$    1992

6-1-3
  

Town Garage 6 North Groton Road 36,700$    
   

Acre Woodlands 2015

7-36 Land 3.25 North Groton Road 32,300$    2006 tax deed

10-12 Land 0.55 Halls Brook Road 500$         2006 tax deed

10-22 Land 50 Old Rumney Road 56,100$    1985 tax deed

10-29 Land 5 Halls Brook Road 8,800$      2006 tax deed

10-40 Land 1 Halls Brook Road 2,600$      2012 tax deed

1-50-CEM
Bailey Hill 
Cemetery 0.1 Bailey Hill Road 13,000$    

2-57-CEM
North Groton 
Cemetery 0.69 North Groton Road 41,400$    

2-114-CEM
River Road 
Cemetery 0.232 River Road 20,100$    

2-114-CEMA
Jenny Decoste 
Smith Annex 0.464 River Road 35,900$    2012

4-1-CEM
Kimball Hill 
Cemetery 0.1 Kimball Hill 10,800$    

7-54-CEM
Rolfe Hill 
Cemetery 0.51 North Groton Road 38,600$    

5-62
Town Garage & 
Former Offices 5 63 North Groton Road 119,700$  

5-62-1
Conservation/  
Pond Area 1.6 North Groton Road 9,500$      

Entrusted to Cons. 
Comm. 2008

5-136 Park 6.67 Sculptured Rocks Road 67,300$    
6-55 Transfer Station 11.4 677 North Groton Road 85,500$    

7-54 Town Hall 1 754 North Groton Road 239,500$  

Schedule of Town Properties
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GROTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL REPORT 2017 

 
As I complete my second year as the Chief of Police, I would like to take 
this time to thank the residents and taxpayers for their continued support of 
the Groton Police Department. 
 
Once again, the Police Department has experienced changes in personnel 
and is currently looking to hire part-time police personnel.  Here’s to hoping 
for a productive 2018 and increasing the police force so that the Police 
Department will cover more calls, relying less on State Police.   
 
The Police Department attempted to get their website up and functional for 
2017.  Unfortunately, that did not work out.  I’m hoping that the Police 
Department’s website will be up and running in 2018.  The Police 
Department’s website will be attached to the Town of Groton’s website.  
The goal of the website is to keep residents informed about Departments 
activities and any special announcements.  
 
The Groton Police Department has seen nearly a thirty-five (35%) increase 
in Calls For Services this year over last year.  In 2017, the Police 
Department handled (778) Calls For Service which may seem alarming to 
some.  However, a lot of the Calls For Service were for General Service 
Calls and Proactive Enforcement.  For example, the Police Department 
conducts vacant house checks for residents while they are on vacation or 
away for the season.  By conducting the vacant house checks, it is a means 
to deter thefts and burglaries.  Approximately eleven percent (11%) of those 
calls were criminal offenses which were investigated. 
 
Please feel free to stop by the office to say “hi,” or to discuss any issues of 
concern to you. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
EJ Thompson 
Chief of Police   
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2017 Groton Police Department Activity 
 

Community Policing/ Service Related   530 
 

9-1-1 Hang-ups: 5           Alarm Activation: 22            Assist Citizen:  18 
Assist-Fire: 9           Assist-EMS: 49                        Assist Other Police Agencies: 17 
Assist-Town Offices: 3      Assist Social Services: 3        Background/Records Check: 1 
Be On the Look-out: 1       Civil Issues: 10         Civil Standby: 17 
Fingerprints: 1                     Directed Patrol: 18         Fire Permits Issued:  38  
Foot Patrols: 6                     Hazard Conditions: 2         House Check Requests: 14  
Juvenile Complainants: 4   Lost/Found Property: 4        House Checks Completed: 98  
Message Delivery: 4            Mental Illness Issues: 2        Missing Persons: 2  
Pistol Permits Issued: 6     Police Information: 6           Property Returned: 2 
Road Hazards: 14            Subpoena Services: 3          Welfare Check: 7 
Suspicious Activity: 32      Traffic Enforcement: 83          Sex Offender Registration: 6   
VIN Inspections: 11           Community Service/Talk: 10   Criminal Trespass Notices: 2 
 

Crimes Against Persons   35 
 

Child Abuse/Neglect: 1 Death Investigations: 2       Domestic disputes: 4 
 Criminal Assaults: 1                   Sexual Assault: 1              Fraud: 11   

Criminal Harassment: 4 Criminal Threatening: 3      Sex Offender Violation: 1
 Protective Order Violation: 5 Contempt of Court: 1          Drug Overdose: 1 

 
Crimes Against Property   29 

 
Burglary: 2               Illegal dumping: 1         Criminal Trespass: 7 
Theft: 10                                Criminal Mischief: 8         Receiving Stolen Property: 1 

    
Crimes Against Public Peace   22 

 
Bail Conditions Violations: 3 Disturbance: 11                 Illegal burning: 1  
Illegal Drug Activity : 1 Neighborhood Disputes: 5    Weapons Violation: 1  

 
Motor Vehicle/ OHRV Related   139 

 
Disabled Motor Vehicle: 9     Motor Vehicle Repossession: 2    Motor Vehicle Accidents: 1

 Motor Vehicle Complaints: 11   Traffic Summons Issued: 12    Traffic Warnings Issued: 77
 Parking Complaints: 3     Parking Violations: 5     OHRV Accident: 1
 OHRV Complaints: 2      OHRV Warning Issued: 14      OHRV Summons Issued: 2  
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Arrests   13 
 

Criminal Mischief: 3                Criminal Trespass: 2            Domestic Violence: 1 
Simple Assault: 1                  Bail Jumping: 1            Taking Without Consent: 1  
Driving After Suspension: 1    Driving without Proof: 1    Non-Burn Permit: 1 
Juvenile Petition Services: 1 
 

Animal Control Report   44 
 

Animal Stray complaints: 15        Live Stock Complaint: 9          Lost Animal: 2 
Animal cruelty complaints: 5          Animal-wild complaint: 3  
Summons-Unlicensed Dogs: 1      Summons-Nuisance/Vicious Dog: 1 
Animal Nuisance complaints: 8 
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Groton Fire Chief’s Report  

One again the Town of Groton had very minimal fire activity in 2017 and I feel 
this is due primarily to good fire safety habits by our residents and I thank you for 
that. If you should have any fire related questions I urge you to feel free to call. 
Again, thank you for your continued fire safety practices. As always, remember to 
keep your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors working properly as 
this is your first line of defense regarding emergency situations. 

Medical emergencies seem to be the trend today in every Town including the 
Town of Groton. It is comforting to know that we have excellent EMS coverage. 

Remember fire permits are required by law for any open outside burning when 
the ground is NOT completely covered by snow. Permits are issued for the 
burning of clean materials ONLY. If you have questions related to what can and 
cannot be burned this information is located on the back of your fire permit. 

Permits can be obtained from the following people: 

Roger Thompson Warden 786-2138 72 River Rd 
Norm Willey Deputy Warden 744-5928 777 N. Groton Rd 
Bill Oakley Deputy Warden 236-2269 22 Crosby Lane 
Pattie Oakley Agent 520-4712 22 Crosby Lane 
Debra Thompson Agent 786-2138 72 River Rd 
EJ Thompson Agent 744-3703 Groton Police  
 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Roger Thompson 
Fire Chief Groton 



2017 Annual Report     61 

Hebron Fire Department 
Annual Report for 2017 

 
In 2017 the Hebron Fire Department responded to 206 calls. That 
compares with 197 for 2016 and 185 for 2015. The calls break down as 
follows: 
 
Out of the 206 calls 130 were medical calls (ambulance), 22 were calls for 
mutual aid to neighboring towns, and the remaining 54 calls were for 
anything from power lines down to CO alarms to water rescues to 
chimney fires. 71 calls were in the Town of Groton. 56 of those were 
medical. The remainder ran the gamut. Whenever there is a situation 
where people don’t know what to do, the Fire Department is called to 
figure it out, and usually does. A spreadsheet detailing all the calls for 
2017 is available on request. 
 
To analyze the statistics showing activity between Hebron and Groton one 
needs to take out the 22 mutual aid calls. When that is done, the split in 
our primary response district is: Hebron 61.2% and Groton 38.8%. 
 
I have often said that managing a Fire Department is like juggling three 
glass balls. One is labeled equipment, the second is labeled training, and 
the third is labeled personnel. The trick is to keep those three glass balls in 
the air. The equipment ball and the training ball are moving nicely in the 
air. The personnel ball is OK right now, but that is the one that keeps me 
up at night as I think about the future. Presently the Department has 10 
State licensed ambulance attendants. Two of those live the other side of 
Bristol, 5 of the 8 who live in Hebron and Groton are over 70 years of age. 
My concern is how long will it be before the glass ball marked personnel 
hits the floor.  
 
So what are we doing to deal with this issue? For one thing, we are 
encouraging department members (and anyone else who is interested) who 
are not EMT’s to take the course when it is offered. But it is not for the 
faint-hearted. It is a six-month course, which includes clinical time at a 
hospital and concludes with a practical exam and a computer adaptive 
exam. Tuition is about $1,200, which the Town pays. The Town is also 
going to have to compensate students for their time. Of course, fitting this 
in with ones regular work schedule is a challenge. 
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While I do not see big changes coming this year, I can envision the time 
when the Town hires EMT’s to be at the station.  
 
There are other possibilities that should be explored. I will be writing a 
paper to more fully explore the options. With over half of our 
Department’s activity centering on ambulance service (which is true for all 
Fire Department based ambulances) you can see why this keeps me up at 
night. I believe that the people of Hebron and Groton deserve the best 
service possible. The challenge going into the future will be just how to 
provide that service. 
 
As 2017 was winding down, the Town authorized a new position of 
Deputy Chief. Tony Albert was promoted from Captain into the Deputy 
position with a date of rank 25 December 2017 (easy to remember). 
 
As always, I want to thank the members of the Department for their 
dedication and commitment. Their resourcefulness makes it possible to 
meet the many demands of our active communities. And, I want to thank 
the community for all its support and encouragement. 
 
 
JOHN M. FISCHER 
Chief, HFD 
Commanding 
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Highway Department  
 
 
2017 was a year full of unexpected circumstances and Department changes which 
made for an exciting year.  
 
Major projects accomplished in 2017:  

• A section of North Groton Road was re-claimed. This project started from 
the ending point of the 2016 North Groton Project and continued towards 
Route 118. 

• Electric service was installed at Hobart Park. 
• Ditching operations were performed by Robert Ellis and Glen Hansen 

along Edgar Albert Road. 
• Work continued on Fletcher Road and will continue in 2018 
• New Hampshire Electric Cooperative has contracted companies to cut 

back growth under the lines on North Groton Road. 
 
The severe storm that took place, October 29, 2017 through November 1, 2017, 
caused a lot of clean-up and significant road damage in the Town. Some of the 
clean-up and road repair was done in 2017 but due to winter weather approaching 
so soon after the storm the remainder of the clean-up and repair will take place in 
2018. This storm was declared a disaster on January 2, 2018 and the Town has 
applied for Public Assistance with Homeland Security and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) funding to assist with funding for these repairs. 
 
For 2018, we plan to continue with the Atwell/Orange Brook Bridge project and 
will continue to have meetings held to design and develop the new Town Garage 
across from the Transfer Station. 
 
In December, Glen Hansen resigned from his position as the Public Works 
Director. The Town and the Highway Department would like to thank Glen for 
the many years of service and the countless hours he dedicated to the Town.   
 
I also would like to thank Norm Willey, Ron Madan and Jeremy Haney for their 
hard work and continued service and loyalty to the Town. 
  
In closing, I appreciate everyone’s patience as I took on the role as the Interim 
Public Works Director. I am available on the nights of the Select Board meetings 
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from 6:30pm to 7:00pm, at the Town House, if any residents have any questions 
or concerns regarding the Highway Department. I will also provide the Town 
residents with Department updates at the Select Board meetings. I welcome any 
and all feedback that you may have. 
 
Thank you again for allowing us the opportunity to be of service to you. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Robert Ellis 
Highway Department 
 

                                           
 
 
Assistants:                            
Norm Willey 
Ron Madan 
Jeremy Haney 
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Road Committee 
 

In 2017, the Road Committee met on a limited basis as schedules, staff changes 
and damage to roads competed with the roles of the Committee members. The 
Committee was established as a result of the March 2013 Town Meeting to 
review and provide recommendations to the Select Board.  
 

In past years, the Committee was working on a software program that could track 
work on roads, damage to roads and keep track of a proposed maintenance plan. 
Although, this has not been finalized, the Committee still intends to move forward 
with the software and it is anticipated that recommendations will be made to the 
Select Board in 2018.  
 

For the 2017 Warrant Article, the Committee submitted a recommendation to the 
Select Board to level fund the costs with the same amount of $145,000, but due to 
other large dollar items, such as, the Bridge Construction Project, the Select 
Board made a decision to remove this Warrant Article. The issue was discussed at 
length during the 2017 Town Meeting, and an amendment to the Groton Paved 
Roads Warrant Article was voted down. Although, the funds for a larger project 
were not passed, the Town did move forward with a test project for a section of 
North Groton Road. This project involved reclamation of the road, but left the 
road as gravel for the remainder of 2017 and for the beginning of 2018. It is 
anticipated that this section will be paved in 2018 pending Town Meeting 
approval.  
 

Among the continued challenges for 2017, the Committee was faced with 
members changing. We wish Glen Hansen good luck in his future endeavors. 
With that said, the Committee is soliciting members to serve. If you are interested, 
please contact the Select Board’s Office.  The current members thank the 
townspeople and the Select Board for their support and we look forward to seeing 
what the future brings for our Town’s roads in 2018. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Road Committee: Roger Thompson, Chuck Stata, Robert “Bubba” Ellis, Christina 
Goodwin, Glen Hansen   
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Transfer Station 

2017 was a busy year at the Transfer Station. Replacement of some siding and 
staining of the building improved the appearance overall and generated many 
favorable comments from residents. Finishing touches will be completed in the 
Spring of 2018. 
 
Joe Koslow resigned as the Transfer Station Supervisor in April of 2017. Richard 
Cross did an excellent job of managing the day to day operations until Norm 
Willey was appointed in August.  
 
For 2018, we are looking at the possibility of a metal collection bin to reduce 
handling and costs associated with metal collection and disposal. **Just a 
reminder that all fees charged for the disposal of electronics, tires, batteries, etc. 
reflects the actual cost to the Town to dispose of these non-mainstream items. 
 
It is a pleasure serving the people of Groton. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Norm Willey, Transfer Station Supervisor 
Richard Cross, Transfer Station Attendant 
Ron Madan, On Call Operator 
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      “Partnering to make recycling strong through economic and environmentally sound solutions” 

 
 

 
Town of Groton, NH 

 
Congratulations for being such active recyclers! 

 
 

Below please find information on the positive impact your recycling has had on our 
environment. 

 

The recyclable materials listed below were sent to market to be remanufactured into new 
products through your non-profit recycling organization, the Northeast Resource Recovery 

Association. 
 

 

Recyclable 
Material 

Amount Recycled 
In 2017 

Environmental Impact! 
Here is only one benefit of recycling materials rather than 

manufacturing products from virgin resources 

 
Tires 

 
 

2.4 tons Conserved 1.6 barrels of oil! 

 

Avoided Emissions: 
Recycling uses much less energy than making products from virgin resources, and using less energy means 

fewer greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere. 
 

By recycling the materials above, you have avoided about  1 tons of carbon dioxide emissions 
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Planning Board Report 

Fiscal year (FY) 2017 was a year of few public applications (the Board 
completed several transactions begun in late 2016). Instead, Board focus 
turned to developing and drafting Board operating procedures, completing 
the Master Plan and establishing a Citizen Planning Committee (CPC). 

The Board held six (6) public hearings to take comments on the Master 
Plan over the course of 2017 and reserved adoption of the Plan until after 
the appointment of the CPC. The Board adopted the new Plan at its final 
FY 2017 meeting in December. 

The over-arching goal of the Master Plan is that all development, whether 
residential or business, only occur in the locations and patterns that 
support the Vision and Principals of the Plan, while avoiding the negative 
impacts that can be associated with unwanted and unmanaged growth. 

The Vision Statement and the Principals (see below) reflect what the 
residents have identified, through several engagement formats, as 
important to their desires and future well-being. 

Vision Statement 
To shape Groton’s future by guiding growth and development in a 
manner that ensures the preservation and protection of the town’s:  
 

 Quiet small town rural character 
 Environment and natural resources 
 Forested expanses of undeveloped space 
 Water resources 
 Diversity of plant and wildlife and 
 Beautiful mountain ridgelines and other special vistas 
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Principles 
a) Land and Groton’s natural resources are finite and are our 

community’s most basic resource. The use of land determines 
to a large extent the character and quality of life in Groton.  
 

b) The rate, location and type of growth and development affect 
not only the community’s physical appearance but also drives 
expansion of public services and infrastructure. 
 

c) Each parcel has distinct carrying capacity. Some are more 
suitable for development while other parcels are unsuitable, 
development leading to negative environmental and/or 
aesthetic impacts. The variables that determine the suitability 
of a parcel for development include, but are not limited to 
slope, soil characteristics, topography, water resources, wildlife 
and plant habitat and productivity of soils, as well as 
neighborhood character along with consideration for noise, fire 
and public safety and health.  

 

In the Board’s FY 2016 Report to the Town, we invited residents who 
were interested in working with the Board on land use planning to contact 
us. We were gratified when we were able to appoint seven individuals to 
lead the planning process. The CPC mission: … through discussions with 
residents and property owners, to determine what they would like to see 
enacted to maintain and protect the town’s environment and character for 
the future, and to provide recommendations and proposals to the Planning 
Board for changes to the existing planning and zoning regulations that will 
fulfill Groton’s Vision Statement and Principles of the Master Plan 
adopted on December 27, 2017. 
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The CPC has already hosted two “Open House” discussions with 
Residents. They have a tab on the Town’s web site, email and meet 
regularly. All property owners and residents are welcome to participate, 
comment and keep apprised of the CPC’s discussions and progress. Please 
visit their site, read the minutes and become involved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deborah Johnson, Chair 
Kyle Andrews, select Board Liaison 
Russ Carruth 
Ray Blake 
Dave LaBar 
Glen Hansen 
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Conservation Commission Report 
 

Conservation Commissions are a resource for the Town that they serve. The 
Town and any of its committees may call upon the Commission for information, 
expertise or recommendations regarding any issue that could impact the quality 
of the environment in the Town. The Commission, itself, has no regulatory or 
enforcement authority.  
 
The Groton Conservation Commission worked throughout the year on several 
projects. Our most popular event, the annual fishing derby, was another great 
success. For the fourth year in a row we increased the number of participants.  
There were also a variety of healthy snacks and water that was very popular. 
 
The Commission has started a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) for the Town.  
The NRI will chart our conservation lands, wildlife habitats, waterways, steep 
slopes, and many other aspects of our town.  The current work is expected to be 
completed in the spring. 
 
The Commission currently has four regular members, including a representative 
from the Select Board and one from the Planning Board. We are limited to a 
maximum of seven members so that leaves one opening for any Town resident 
who have an interest in conservation. Come join us! 
 
Commission meetings are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month at  
7:00 PM at the Town House. All are welcome. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Otto H. Jespersen, Chair 
Groton Conservation Commission 
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Old Home Day Committee 
 
Each year, the Old Home Day Committee works on providing a better 
event than the year before. In 2017, the evening schedule continued and 
the night ended with over 100 people in attendance. It was a great 
community evening overall.  
 
The Annual parade kicked off the event. Winners were given small cash 
prizes and the vehicles were displayed along the backside of the field for 
participation in the annual “Touch a Truck” event. Kids and adults were 
able to sit in vehicles, run lights, turn on sirens and talk to people about 
their entries. Winners for 2017 were: First Place – 1923 Stutz Fire Vehicle 
entered by Frank Tolman; Second Place – 1972 Chevrolet entered by Rick 
Belanger; Third Place – Maxam’s Kenworth Tanker driven by Pete 
Burnham. This year five (5) kids received prizes for participating in the 
parade: Ellis, June, Makayla, Auria and Jackson.  
 
The Committee chose a new entertainer this year with the Stolen Thunder 
Band. The stage and paved pavilion continue to give the band a great place 
to play and the public a great place to dance. While the music played, the 
free cookout for the public continued with hotdogs, hamburgers, chips and 
drinks. In addition, Terri & Glen Hansen brought there delicious sausage 
and peppers for subs and also a taco salad. Other donations of food were 
also received and the Committee is very thankful for this. A big thank you 
goes out to John Rescigno who cooked and to Gina Rescigno and 
Elizabeth Jespersen for setting up the food tables and organizing a 
scrumptious dinner. Thank you again to Ron Madan for providing the 
popcorn machine and all the supplies for a great snack into the evening. 
Thank you also to Gary Easson for providing lighting around the pavilion 
again by wiring lights to the generator.  
 
Although vendors continue to be hard to get for the night, the Committee 
is working on some ideas for 2018 as we would love to see this portion of 
the night expanded.  
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Kid’s games were not held as a group activity but there was plenty for kids 
to do. Bats, balls and other game ideas were provided to keep them busy 
and the playground was in constant use.  
 
The Committee continued the raffles of gift cards, as provided by donation 
or purchase. We raffled a ton of gift cards and hope to continue this 
wonderful part of the night for 2018. For 2017 these were the raffles and 
winners: Back pack full of school supplies – Pete; $50 Tractor Supply Gift 
Cert – Rick; $25 Exxon Mobile – Paul Cole; $25 Exxon Mobile – Dave 
Sharp; $25 Irving Card – Alan; $25 Tractor Supply Card – Christina 
Goodwin; $25 Tractor Supply Card – David Jacques; $25 Last Chair Card 
– Kristen Coates; $25 Dunkin Donuts Card – Ron Madan; $25 Dunkin 
Donuts Card – Kim Sharp; $25 Dunkin Donuts Card – Rick; $25 Dunkin 
Donuts Card – Kim Sharp; $25 Hannaford Card - Alan; $25 Hannaford 
Card – Paul Cole; Madden Auto Oil Change – Paul Cole;  50/50 - $45 
winner – Arthur Borry; 1 cord of wood donated by David Sharp – Richard 
Cross. The kids also had raffles and guessing games and the winners were: 
Emma Lee, Kale, Zeke, Kale, Jason and Trinity.  
 
The band played up until the night drew to a close with another great 
fireworks display. Tilton Fireworks always provides great product, helps 
arrange the line-up for shooting, and adds extra product to the purchase. 
Glen Hansen continued to solicit donations, purchase the fireworks, set up 
the line-up and fires them off. He does a wonderful show and we are very 
thankful for his participation in the Committee and thankful for his 
donation as well as Ron Madan’s toward the fireworks purchase. 
 
Without donations, we would never be able to have such a great night and 
Avangrid Renewables (FKA Groton Wind) continued their support of our 
event with another $1,200 donation. We cannot say THANK YOU 
enough. Thank you to all that donated food or money for food. Thank you 
to all who purchased raffle tickets. Thank you to all who donated to the 
fireworks. And thank you to all who came out to participate.   
 
For 2019 Town Meeting, the Committee will be working on a Warrant 
Article to recommend that the Select Board combine the Old Home Day 



76     Town Of Groton, New Hampshire

Committee and the Groton Recreation Committee. We weren’t able to 
move this forward for the 2018 Town Meeting, but we feel it would be 
great to be able to offer more events throughout the year at the Park. If you 
are looking to volunteer some time or share your ideas, submit your name 
to the Select Board for consideration. We are always looking for help. 
 
Thank you all again, for taking the time to come out and play and stay 
tuned for what 2018 will bring. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Old Home Day Committee 
 
Glen Hansen, Christina Goodwin, Gina Rescigno, John Rescigno, EJ 
Thompson, Gary Easson, Ron Madan, Elizabeth Jespersen 
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Groton Recreation Committee 
 
 
In the past few years the Groton Recreation Committee has been vacant. 
Last year it was recommended that the Select Board combine the 
Recreation Committee and the Old Home Day Committee into one 
Community Events Committee. This hasn’t started as of yet but it is 
anticipated that that process will start in 2018.  
 
With that said, members are still needed. The Select Board would like to 
encourage those with interest and passion to contact the Board so that a 
team of committee members can be formed to ensure that future 
recreational events and opportunities continue. 
 
We continue to look at ways to keep the community coming together and 
providing a place for families and friends to gather for events. Each year 
we look at ways that we can improve the Everett Hobart Memorial Park. 
The improvement for 2017 was setting up electricity at the Park to make 
gatherings more functional in the future. If you are interested in holding an 
event at the park, please contact the Select Board office at (603)744-9190. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Groton Select Board 
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GROTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
The Groton Historical Society (GHS) would like to thank its members and friends 
for their ongoing encouragement and support as we continue to “Preserve Groton’s 
Past for Its Future.” As in prior years a lot of time and effort went into the creation 
of our 2018 calendar “It’s in the Blood” which features excerpts from the Parker 
and Cyrus Blood diaries. Slim Spafford and Sherry Nelson spent several hours 
reading the diaries and pulling interesting information to place in the calendar. Over 
77 excerpts and 39 time-period photos were chosen.  Excerpts include: 

• November 1907: 3 telephone poles put in at North Groton 
• July 1894: attended State Republican convention 
• June 1915: at 4pm it was 114 in the sun, 94 in the shade 
• August 1886: frost killed cucumbers August 1 
• March 1861: a fugitive slave stayed here last night 

Regarding this year’s calendar, one GHS member wrote: “Your calendar is the 
best I have ever seen anywhere. Keep up the good work.” 

This summer has been busy for GHS. Our open house was held on Saturday, June 
24 featuring a display honoring the life and memory of Pamela Yinger and the 
Yinger family.  Items on display included pamphlets and photos of the Yinger 
Singers, letters of correspondence between family members, numerous family 
photos, and Pam’s reports cards from her years in elementary school to mention a 
few.  

Our annual Memorial Day Program was very well attended. GHS hosted the New 
Hampshire Humanities Program Rosie’s Mom: Forgotten Women of the First 
World War. Thanks to a grant from the New Hampshire Humanities Council, 
presenter Carrie Brown revealed the courage and hard work of the American 
women who rolled up their sleeves and entered war industries to support our troops 
overseas. As in the past, the program was followed by a light lunch supplied by 
GHS members and friends. 

This year GHS participated in three local fairs:  
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Hebron Fair (July 29): met some wonderful people who shared their stories about 
Groton.  

Groton Old Home Day (August 6): opportunity to share with the community the 
importance of the Society. 

Rumney Old Home Day (August 12): first time for GHS to have a booth at this fair. 
Many people visited our display which featured local mines. A great success! 

GHS purchased two Camp Chickadee Banners. These banners are currently on loan 
at the Summer Camps display at the Museum of the White Mountains, Plymouth 
State University. 

Received as donations: 

• a letter addressed to Frank Blood, Esq. from Gardner B Perry dated 
August 2, 1848 

• copies and some originals of Sanborn/Cummings family pictures, 
genealogies and Camp Cockermouth info 

• 2 display cabinets 
• Scythe 
• Cross-cut saw (misery whip) 
• Toaster with mica 

 

Plans for the winter include continuing the cataloguing project and developing 
new displays for 2018.  

Thank you for your continued support of the Groton Historical Society. 

GHS Board Members 

Paul Cole (Building Manager)  Roger Daniels (Vice President) 
Pamela Hamel (Treasurer)       Debra Lindsey (Secretary)        
Sharon Nelson      Kathy Sobetzer (President)     
Patricia Westcott 

Groton Historical Society, PO Box 50, Rumney, NH 03266 
grotonhistorical@yahoo.com 

The Groton Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
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Groton Cemeteries 

Cemetery Trustees are responsible for the care of 5 cemeteries in Groton.  
Rolfe, Union and River Road Cemeteries are the largest with Bailey Hill 
and Kimball Hill being lesser known and much smaller.Through 
continuing projects we strive to honor and respect those who are buried in 
our cemeteries. 
 
The Trustees have attended workshops as well as becoming members of 
the New Hampshire Old Graveyard Association. We learned how to 
restore broken stones as well as best practices to properly and safely clean 
monuments.  We have continued our stone cleaning project and look 
forward to the public’s help in 2018 as we work to restore monuments. 
With our newly acquired knowledge we will be restoring several broken 
moments, mainly in Union Cemetery.  
 
In July 2017, we continued with the expansion of River Road Cemetery 
Annex. In the coming year we will finish laying out the cemetery at which 
time it will be ready for burials.  Also, in 2018 we will have a formal 
dedication of the Annex. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Jespersen, Chair 
Otto Jespersen, Trustee 
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Groton Public Library 

Where have all the books gone? That has been a question asked of the 
Library Trustees on more than one occasion over the past several months. 
Our response has been to explain what great things have been done for the 
Town regarding Library services. Sherry Nelson and Otto and Elizabeth 
Jespersen spent over a year working to find a solution to solve the problem 
of an inadequate Library. Despite the many hours of hard work of past 
Trustees, Library Services have been a struggle for the Town of Groton. 
But we think we have found a solution to provide services the Town has 
never before had access too. 
 
Mike York, State Librarian, was instrumental in helping us broker an 
agreement with the Hebron Public Library Trustees. The Memorandum of 
Understanding was then brought to the governing body of Groton in 
March. Passage of this warrant allowed us to have access to every possible 
service that a Library can offer. In a few short months we have over 50 
residents using the Hebron Library on a regular basis. Not only are there 
current books, newspapers and magazines, patrons have access to 
downloadable books on their personal devices.   
 
Robin Orr, Hebron’s Librarian, has been very supportive in making the 
residents of Groton feel welcomed at her Towns growing Library.  Robin 
has implemented several positive changes with the backing of her 
Trustees. With the continuation of our partnership she looks forward to 
seeing the Library expand not only its collections but services as well.  
 
Services under the contract are free to any property owner in the Town of 
Groton. Library hours are Mondays 5-9 PM, Wednesdays 1-5 PM and 
Saturdays 9-Noon.  Downloadable books are available at anytime. The 
library is located at 8 Church Lane in Hebron. 
 
During the year we have been selling the books that once were part of the 
Groton Public Library.  We will sell the remaining books within the next 
few months with books sales being planned at the Town Hall.  All funds 
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raised from these sales have been and will continue to be donated to the 
Friends of the Hebron Library. 
 
We thank you for your support and we hope you will take the time to visit 
the Hebron Library in the near future if you haven’t already done so. 
 
Located in the former Groton Library space you will find a new computer, 
scanner/printer with internet and Wi-Fi service available at no cost for any 
resident to use whenever the Town Hall is open. We hope you will find 
this service helpful whether job hunting, researching or just chatting with a 
friend on social media. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Jespersen, Chair 
Otto Jespersen, Trustee 
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Annual Report to Newfound Watershed Towns – 2017 
Newfound Lake Region Association / www.NewfoundeLake.org 

 
In 2017, the Newfound Lake Region Association (NLRA) continued working with 
watershed towns, businesses, summer camps, permanent and seasonal residents to 
steward Newfound’s clean water and healthy forests.  Highlights for 2017 include: 
 

• Completing our 31st consecutive year of water quality sampling and analysis in 
Newfound Lake.  Due to a dry summer, water clarity was generally above 
average. 

• Continuing to monitor tributaries and headwater streams at 35 locations.  The 
extensive, healthy forests that form the upland drainages are the source of our 
clean water. 

• Funding materials to repair the Berea Rd. culvert, that failed four times in four 
years, releasing tons of sediment to the Lake and creating a public safety hazard.  
Additional funds (~$60,000 committed to Town stormwater projects through 
2019. 

• Coordinating Lake Host program to prevent milfoil and other invasive species 
from entering Newfound Lake.  In 2017 paid and volunteer personnel inspected 
over 3,000 boats. 

• Expanding our trail network at Grey Rocks Conservation Area, and adding a third 
observation platform with funding from local REALTORS.  Obtained NHDES 
permits to replace failing retaining wall (completed 2017), and for 2018 
landscaping and site restoration. 

• Hosted over 300 passengers on our educational Newfound Eco-Tours, a two-hour 
narrated expedition around Newfound Lake on our pontoon boat Madelaine. 

• Coordinated third annual Lake Week with local businesses, and co-sponsored 
third Watershed Outdoor Week (WOW!) with the Tapply-Thompson Community 
Center.  

• Hiring three local students for the Newfound Youth Conservation Corps to work 
with homeowners reducing stormwater pollution on seven separate properties.  

• Assisting The Nature Conservancy in purchasing the 2,700-acre Kimball Hill 
Forest (~1,600 acres in the Newfound watershed / Cockermouth River drainage). 
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• Working with Towns to develop model land-use ordinances that protect clean 
water and views. 

 
You can help protect clean water, the local economy, and your property values by 
preventing stormwater pollution, encouraging Towns to adopt low-impact development 
ordinances, and conserving land.   

 
Thanks to all our supporters – see you around the Watershed! 
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TOWN OF GROTON

SELECT BOARD OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday:                 8:00-4:00 
*closed to the Public on Fridays

744-9190 
744-3382 fax 

selectmen@grotonnh.org
www.grotonnh.org 

SELECT BOARD MEETINGS

The 1st and 3rd Tuesday Evening of the 
month: 7:00 pm

Please call 744-9190 by noon on Mondays  
to get on the current week’s agenda. 

 
Administrative Assistant: 
Sara Smith 

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
OFFICE HOURS

  
Monday, Wednesday, Friday:   9:00-4:00
Tuesday evenings:                      4:00-6:00
All other times by appointment

Ruth Millett
Elizabeth Jespersen – Deputy

744-8849  
744-8803 fax 

townclerk@grotonnh.org

TRANSFER STATION
HOURS

Wednesday:                              1:00-7:00 
Saturday:                                  9:00-5:00 
Sunday:                                    12:00-6:00 

744-3623 

Transfer Station Superintendent: 
Norm Willey

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Ernest Thompson  

744-3703 
744-7894 (fax) 

police@grotonnh.org

Animal Control Officer: Groton Police

EMERGENCY: 911
 

 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Road Agent: Robert Ellis

744-3758
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